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The International Cool City Hunt is an innovative project, both in 

educational terms and in research terms.  

It aims to make the participating students, teachers and professors 

more trend-sensitive and more innovation-sensitive. Its 

methodology has been explored and refined over more than half a 

decade while working with over 25 universities and Polytechnics 

worldwide. 

 

The world has become flat. 

Contemporary competition is more 

fierce and international than ever 

before. Either we compete on 

’working many hours very hard for 

little money’ or we compete on being 

more innovative than our 

competitors; such as other 

universities, cities, regions or nations. 

There is a worldwide desire for the 

next-generation Steve Jobs already 

have started working on in a garage 

close by. 
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 The workspace in which the students will upload their Cool seeds 

of the New is world class. 

 Presented trends on which the students will Coolhunt, can be 

customized. 

 Time span and work intensity over the weeks can be customized. 

 Co-operation with other participating universities or Polytechnics 

is a possiblity.  

 

In a kick-off presentation, given by Carl Rohde – Professsor For applied 

sciences in the Netherlands and professor for Trendwatching & Innovation in 

Shanghai, China – students are inspired by a series of validated trends, 

relevant for their field of expertise. 

After the kick off presentation students, togehter with their 

teachers/professors will ’hunt’ for Seeds of the New regardng these trends. 

We call this: Hunting for Cool Seeds of the New. (Cool does mean: attractive 

and inspiring with future growth potential, regarding a specified target group 

and regarding a specified field of expertise – e.g. international business, new 

business models, fashion, automotive, hospitalty, city planning, luxury etc – 

or a customized combination according to the wishes of the university or 

Polytechnic). 

Students will upload their Cool Seeds of the New during a certain period of 

time. The Cool Seeds of the New will be uploaded at a protected virtual 

workspace, especially constructed for this purpose. 

In class the generated Cool Seeds of the New will be discussed, rated and 

commented on. In this way the creative and innovative character of 

Coolhunting and its results do receive a deeper and shared solidity. 

Also within the workspace the students can rate and comment each others 

uploaded Seeds of the New. 

 At the end of the period, after the Cool Seeds of the New have been all 

gathered,  an interactive lecture can be given on the methodologies 

regarding how to analyze the collected material. 

Also the process of material-gathering (Cool Seeds of the New),  analyzing 

the material or buiding new innovative concepts can be coached and 

supported. 

 

HOW THE INTERNATIONAL COOL CITY HUNT 

WORKS 

FURTHER 



 

 

Universities and Business Schools that participate in the International Cool City Hunt 

project : 

 


